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Aims of the Presentation

To examine care provision in Ireland: the move from
hostel care to foster care

To briefly look at the use of residential care
To explore foster care in more detail
To explore relationship building in context.
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Irish Context

History of emigration - ‘unaccompanied minors’
leaving Ireland
Arrival of unaccompanied minors:
e First record - 1996
e Increasing numbers between then and 2001; decline
thereafter.

The Irish care system

e Care of unaccompanied minors:
 Limited use of residential care / foster care and supported
lodgings
« Predominately hostel care until end of 2010
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Study Context, Methodology & Participants

Context: Hostel provision and move to ‘equity of
care’

Methodology: Primarily qualitative
> Face-to-face interviews
> Telephone interviews
> Focus group

69 Participants
> 21 Young people, 16 carers and 32 stakeholders

Muireann Ni Raghallaigh, January 2015



_—Move from Hostel Care to Foster

( : ’
Care — ‘equity of care
Why the change occurred
The new policy/practice:
e Opportunities
e Challenges during transition period

Current system:

e Mix of Residential Care at reception and Foster Care /
Supported Lodgings in medium-longer term
» Benefits of this mixed model of care
» Challenges

Muireann Ni Raghallaigh, January 2015



Muireann Ni Raghallaigh, January 2015 6



AR AN WA AT

Muireann Ni Raghallaigh, January 2015 7



Muireann Ni Raghallaigh, January 2015 8



\/
>
Living in a Family Placement

From residential care to foster care — Transitioning
and Settling in

Family care:

> Positive aspects

» Appreciated efforts made by carers; being treated like
family; ‘listening’, ‘encouraging’, ‘being there’; advocating

> General challenges relating to:

» Location of placements; food; rules; personality clashes;
composition of family; not living with family; adolescence?
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eeling part of the family:
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—Providing safety:
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_Foster carer is not your Mum:
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Family Placements in Context:
Diversity & Uncertainty

Culture and Diversity
> Placements with ethnic minority carers
> Placements with Irish carers

Uncertainty
> Impact of asylum seeking
> Silence and secrecy
> Transitioning from family care
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—Placement with carer of same nationality:
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~ Emphasising care, not ethnicity:

Stakeholder
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Fear of deportation:
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~ Adult asylum seeker accommodation:
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Relationship Building in Foster Care

Relationships at the heart of foster care?

Challenges in relation to unaccompanied minors:

General challenges associated with relationship
building for the general population of children in care

Time spent in residential care
Age of entry into foster care
Cultural differences (See Ni Raghallaigh & Sirriyeh, 2014)

Silence, secrecy & mistrust (See Kohli 2006b; Ni Raghallaigh
2013b; )

The asylum process and threat of deportation

Turning 18: ‘direct provision’ system

Muireann Ni Raghallaigh, January 2015

19



_—How can relationships be built in

this context?

Need carers who

Are emotionally self aware

Provide practical assistance

Provide emotional support when sought

Treat the young people like their own children

Don’t try to replace birth families

Advocate for the young people

Show an interest in their culture

Allow silence

Can respond to the co-existence of vulnerability and resilience

Can respond to young people who want to be ‘attached’ or
‘detached’ (Biehal, 2009, drawing on Downes, 1988)
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—Presence in the context of silence:
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—Normal relationships:

Social Worker
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Questions to Ponder

[s there a tendency to assume that residential care is a
second rate care option?

[s foster care the best option for the particular young
person with whom you are working?
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What does care provision (foster care or residential)
aim to achieve in the context of the asylum process?

How can meaningful relationships be built in the
context of trust and uncertainty?
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